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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TOCY, EC 

SUBJECT: R/V REGINA MARIS CLEARANCE REQUEST 
REF: (A) STATE 140788 (B) QUITO 4142 

1 . DEPT. RECEIVED CALL FROM OCEAN RESEARCH SOCIETY 
URGING US TO ASSIST THEM WITH CLEARANCE PROBLEM. THEY 
REPORT THAT MINISTERIO DE AGRICULTURA FAILED TO NOTIFY 
MINISTERIO DE DEFENSE OF CLEARANCE REQUEST AND THEY ARE 
UNABLE TO PROCEED WITH RESEARCH PROGRAM. DR. GEORGE 
NICHOLS IS WORKING ON PROBLEM FROM HIS END BUT IT MIGHT 
BE HELPFUL IF EMBASSY INQUIRED, PERHAPS WITH AN OFFER TO 
PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IF NECESSARY. ORS SUSPECTS THAT 
CLEARANCE APPROVAL WILL BE FORTHCOMING SO MILD APPROACH 
WOULD BE BEST. DR. NICHOLS HAS A LETTER ABOARD SHIP 
FROM MINISTERIO DE AGRICULTURIA (ING. TEODORO SUAREZ) 
WHICH STATES RESEARCH IS APPROVED. 
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2. REGINA MARIS IS PRESENTLY IN WRECK BAY AND IS HEADING 
FOR ACADEMY BAY TONIGHT. VANCE 
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